
Hands & 
feet 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’    Isaiah 52:7 

La Flor Mission Trip 

   Our third mission and fellow-
ship trip to La Flor Nicaragua 
took place March 12 thru 
March 18

th
. Lead once again 

by Laura Eccles, Associate 
Director of the JustHope Pro-
gram, based in Tulsa Oklaho-
ma (www.justhope.org). 
Thanks to wonderful weather 
and lots of hard work much 
was accomplished.  The team 
members included A.J. Bailey, 
Barb Grigsby, Mary Simon, 
Jane Mumm, Kirk Kirkland, 
Madeline Clabaugh and Chris 
Berger from the Philo Presby-
terian Church.  Ann Brownson 
and Martha Zarate are from 
the Charleston Presbyterian 
Church and Martha’s sister 
Maria Elena from Madison, 
WI.  
   This year we helped build a 

house in the new barrio, up 
the mountain from La Flor. 
This is where three latrines 
were built last year. We 
worked alongside the new 
home owners and men from 
the village.  Although the 
house was not complete, 
there was a blessing party 
held the afternoon before we 
left. The blessings, given by 
various men, women and chil-
dren, included bible readings, 
songs and words of gratitude 
for our help. Kirk Kirkland 
gave a wonderful blessing to 
the home owners and our 
partnership with La Flor. The 
party ended with music, danc-
ing, and a piñata for the kids. 
   From the more than 70 
books donated this year, Ann 
Brownson set-up libraries for 
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The Nicaragua Mission team from Philo Presby-
terian Church and the Presbytery of Southeast-
ern Illinois. 



the pre-school and elementary schools located in 
the village. Within a couple days the teachers 
had the books available for check-out. The chil-
dren were very excited to receive the new books.  
It was so much fun watching their expressions as 
they paged thru the new collection.   
   Thanks to all that donated baseball gloves, 
balls, bats, soccer balls and footballs!  We had 
an exciting game of baseball; the JustHope team 
vs. the teen and pre-teen boys of La Flor.  It was 
a close game, but the La Flor team got the better 
of us.  
    Once again, the faces of the children and 

The believers devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching, to the community, to 

their shared meals, and to their prayers. 

A sense of awe came over everyone. 

Acts 2:42-43 

young men told how excited they were to 
have these donations.  

Deacon’s Prayer List 
 

 Our leaders, Pastor Jason, the Elders, 
Trustees and Deacons, our youth leaders 
and all those who give time to the life of 
Philo and Tolono. 

 Our community and the people searching 
for a deeper connection with God. 

 For all those we know facing health 
challenges. All those dealing with chronic 
illness; cancer, copd, dementia, joint and 
back pain, mental illness. 

 For refugees around the world. 

 For those in our communities that 
struggle with hunger and homelessness. 

 Prayers for Erin Schiller, Steve and 

Nadja Shoemaker, Jim and Marlene 

Evans, Bob and Barb Silver, Carolyn 

Rice as she navigated the adoption of 

Max and McKenna, Beth Rogers and 

Family after the death of Blanche 

Krumm, Betty Paquin, Delores Lucas 

and family after the death of Ronald, 

Jeannette’s cousin Collette who is feeling 

better, Jeanette’s mother having gall 

bladder surgery, Travel mercies for many 

members. 

La Flor Mission Trip 

The dedication of the new house. 



    
    
 
   If you asked the residents of Philo and 
Tolono to describe our churches, what do 
you think they would say? Would they 
describe the church buildings? Would they 
know anything about us? Or worse, would 
they not realize we are here? 

   How would you want people to know us? 
What do you want to be known for? These 
are the questions we need to begin 
answering.    

   Last month, I wrote about the difference 
between being a welcoming congregation 
versus being an inviting congregation. 
Welcoming is passive, relying on people to 
seek out the church and visit. Inviting is 
active, we seek out the people in our 
community and ask them to join us in 
worship, to join a bible study or small group, 
to come and be a part of our community.  

   The challenge now is to regain our focus 
and redefine who we are to the community, 
and this happens through outreach.  

   Over the next several months we are 
going to study outreach, define our identity 
through self-assessment and discussion, 
and create a plan to reintroduce ourselves to 
the community. I want everyone to know 
who we are, what we believe, and see our 
faith in action each and every day. 

   In order to have a future, we have to live 
like there will be one.  A common thing 
happens when congregations shrink, they 
circle the wagon and stop living. They go 
into survival mode. It is time to stop 
surviving and start thriving again! 

   We have to trust that God is at work in our 
community, and that we are part of the plan. 
God is calling people to new life, to hope 
embodied in the person of Jesus Christ, and 
we are charged to bring that hope. 

   There is a future waiting for us to discover! 
 
   Your servant in Christ, 
 
    Pastor Jason 

Pastor’s Corner 
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who 
said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of     
Jesus Christ.              2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

Why Do We Do That? 
   I have often heard the question, “Why do 
we pass the peace? I get to talk with people 
before or after church.” 

   Passing the peace, or offering someone 
the peace of God is an ancient practice. It is 
derived from the Hebrew greeting shalom     
לֹום )  ,meaning peace, harmony (שָׁ
wholeness, prosperity, and tranquility. In 
saying shalom, you are saying you pray for 
God’s blessing and goodness to be with 

them. 

   As we pass the peace of Christ in a 
worship service, it is not meant to be a time 
of fellowship and catching up, it is meant to 
greet others with a prayer; to greet them 
with the love of God and an outpouring of 
God’s grace and peace. It is a moment to 
look outside of ourselves and see the needs 
of others. Give it a try next time!  

Who are we? 



   The congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood, New Jersey may not 
have had a sanctuary to celebrate Easter 
yesterday, but that didn’t stop them. More 
than 500 people gathered at the Bergen 
Performing Arts Center for Easter services. 
The facility was offered to the church after a 
fire last week heavily damaged the historic 
sanctuary. 
   The blaze, believed to be caused by faulty 
electrical, caused significant damage to the 
church, destroying portions of the roof, the 
stained-glass windows and the church stee-
ple. The building dates back to 1870. 
“Everything went off without a hitch,” said 
the Rev. Richard Hong, church pastor. “It 
was joyful and that’s how you need to be on 
this special day, there’s no room for sadness 
on Easter. You can’t celebrate the fact that 
death doesn’t have the final word and be 
sad over a building.” 
   Most of those attending were church mem-
bers, but there were a few visitors including 
leaders from local Muslim and Jewish faiths. 
“They say they are very sorry over what 

happened and want to pull together as a 
community to show how much we care for 
one another and offer support in whatever 
way they can,” said Hong. “One of the local 
synagogues sent a letter that was signed by 
every person attending Sabbath worship the 
day before. That’s a beautiful statement 
about love, caring and the core values that 
God wants God’s people to have.” 

 

Last week’s fire was confined to the historic 
sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood. —Richard Hong 

News from the PCUSA 

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who 
said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of     
Jesus Christ.              2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

222nd General Assembly 
   The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) meets biennially in even-
numbered years. It consists of commission-
ers elected by each of its 172 presbyteries. 
The GA is full of activities: business ses-
sions, committee meetings, an exhibit hall, 
daily worship services, and mission tours 
sponsored by the  Committee on Local Ar-
rangements.  

   The assembly acts on hundreds of items 
of business, which it receives through the 
reports and recommendations of various as-
sembly entities, and through overtures from 
synods and presbyteries. 

   The 222nd General Assembly (2016) will 
be held in Portland, Oregon - June 18 - 25, 
2016. 



Church History 
 

   John Knox was a Scottish theologian and 
reformer who studied under John Calvin in 
Geneva. Under his guidance, Presbyterianism 
began in August of 1560 when the Parliament 
of Scotland adopted the Scots Confession as 
the official religious creed of Scotland. That 
same year they published the First Book of 
Discipline guiding church government and 
established 10 presbyteries for the country.  
   The Scots Confession is still a part of the 
Presbyterian Church USA in the Book of 
Confessions. 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is 

in it, the world, and those who live in it;  

for he has founded it on the seas, 

   and established it on the rivers.  

Psalm 24:1-2 

STEWARDSHIP 

Philo - 

Budget Year to Date:  $25,212.51 

Actual Year to Date:  $24,118.71 

 

Est. Giving Year to Date:  $12,500.01 

Act. Giving Year to Date: $12,574.30 

 

 

 

Tolono - 

Budget Year to Date:  Will Be  

Actual Year to Date:  Included Next 

     Month 

Est. Giving Year to Date: 

Act. Giving Year to Date: 

John Knox 



Philo - 

 4/3  None 

 4/10 Dirk Rice 

 4/17 Bob Lauchner 

 4/24 Nicaragua Team 

Tolono - 

 4/3  None 

 4/10 Cary Woolard 

 4/17 Vicki Buffo 

 4/24 None (Joint Service in Philo) 

Serving this month… 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must 
do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must 
do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glori-
fied in all things through Jesus Christ.             
      1 Peter 4:10-11 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Philo -  

 Lia Kincaid 4/1 

 Carol Erb 4/2 

 Amanda Mendez 4/5 

 Clay Patton 4/6 

 Ron Pratt 4/13 

 Ariana Silver 4/20 

 Bob Lauchner 4/25 

 Torie Pratt 4/26 

 Janice Moore 4/27 

 Mark Tucker 4/30 

 Frank & Janice Moore 4/8 

 Jim & Marlene Evans 4/13 

Tolono - 

 Matthew Reifsteck 4/2 

 Autumne Fisher 4/3 

 Emily Fisher 4/8 

 Margaret Maxwell 4/15 

 Wilma Lee Woolard 4/17 

 Maddy Wilson 4/27 

 Gracie Schweighart 4/28 

Lay Leaders 

Philo - 

 April  Grigsby Family 

 

Tolono - 

 4/3  Delores Lucas & Betty Paquin 

 4/10 Wilson Family 

 4/17 Wilds Family 

 4/24 None (Joint Service in Philo) 

Ushers 
Philo - 

 4/10 Teri Patton 

 

Tolono - 

 4/3  Buffo Family 

 4/10 Wilds Family 

 4/17 Fisher Family 

 4/24 None (Joint Service in Philo) 

Refreshments 



Congregational News 

 It was a wonderful morning of worship on 
Easter in Philo! Many familiar faces from 
far and wide were in attendance, nearly 
60 in all! 

 

 In Tolono, we had the joy of celebrating 
two baptisms on Easter; Alex and JD 
Wells, and received three new members; 
Sharon Ennis, Bonnie Kemper, and 
Sarah Wells. What a joy to see God at 
work in their lives! 

 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, April 9
th 

 9:30 am - 2:15 pm. 

Presbyterian Women Gathering in Charleston, 
IL. Worship led by Rev. Maureen Clark; 
Speaker: Michael Stopka from Mattoon Area 
P.A.D.S. Homeless Shelter; Speaker: Carole 
Franceski of Tender Loving Care Ministries for 
Appalachia, and more! All women in 
Presbyterian Churches + friends are welcome! 
Lunch $7.00. Register by Apr. 3 to Betty 
Lauchner in Philo or Linda Smith in Tolono. 
 

Wednesday, April 20
th
 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

The annual WYN Carnival will close out a 
great year for the Wednesday Youth Night. 
We will enjoy games, food  and activities. 

Those with perfect attendance will be entered 
to win the grand prize of them all...getting to 
hit Mr. Cary in the face with a whipped cream 
pie! See you there! 
 

Sunday, April 24
th
 10:00 am 

We will have a joint worship service in Philo to 
hear about the mission trip to Nicaragua. 
Come, hear about the work done on the trip, 
the experiences of the team and the ways 
God is at work. Fellowship time will follow. 
Invite a friend and see you there! 



Hands & feet 
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Philo Presbyterian Church  Tolono Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am   Sunday Worship 11:00 am 

Philo Presbyterian Church 
105 E. Jefferson St. 
Philo, Illinois 61864 

Tolono Presbyterian Church 
104 E. Vine St. 
Tolono, Illinois 61880 


